June9 Tonight, in the penetrating embrace of a still, cold 
humidity, we participate in the genesis of magic. This is Dallas’s first contact 
with Guido’s friends, after he has stopped at other tables. Contrary to the 
scenario, Fellini has had almost everyone leave the big table after having 
given Pace a singularly appropriate line: “Come, it’s getting damp.” Only 
Mezzabotta, Gloria and the reporter’s wife are still at the table. 

Thus Fellini builds up to the meeting of two diametrically opposed 
figures: one who pretends to be tragic and is not, and the other whose 
ineradicable smile is as sorrowful as a clown’s. Both the girl and the magi- 
cian are dressed in black, and made up dead-white. Her hair falls over 
her eyes, which are big and strange. Their meeting can only create a 
drama: quick, grotesque, bizarre with the hideous grimace that character- 
izes the whole sequence. 

Barbara puts on an attack of hysteria, improvising her lines, and leaves 
us spellbound in the cold. 


June 10 = At the end of the evening Guido and the magician 
meet. They are both standing, surrounded by Pace and the others who had 
left the table. Maurice asks Guido whether he would like to take part in 

















